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Ity Country Church

"Give me a church in the country,
The 1ittle wayside shrine,
Closc beside the roadway,

In the soft sunshine.

It seems that it%is casicr
To come to such a fount,
To seck the spirit!s solace

The weary sought on the lount.

When I sing with the congregation,
Or pray on bended knee,

Or bow to the Benediction
God scems nearer Lo me.!

-~ MH1lie Kroll,
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BEGINNTIYGS

The grass grew tall as a man on the rolling hills., Trees grew
along the banks of the creeks and river, lMacoupin County was one
of the beautiful areas of Illinois, Geme of all kind was abundant
which made a fine hunting region, This portion of the country was
part of that territory known in the early days as the "Black Hawk
Hunting Ground."

As far as can be found the first white man to explore this
territory were the Rangers of 1812, About 350 mounted men came in
from the Edwardsville region to drive the hostile Indians from the

area northward as far as and beyond Fort Peoria.Thus they helped

protect the frightened and feeble settlements from the merciless

Indian tomahawl,

One of the bold rangers of the war of 1812 was a Daniel Dead-
rich. le was the father of Mrs, Elizabeth Armour- ome of the
original members of the &rcanized Harmony Baptist “Yhurch. of 1853,

It was 1815 when the first pioneer, David CooP, came into this
territory. With his family of four sons he erected his roc f-tree
home on the banks of a small stream which to this day carries his
name - "Coops Creek™, He stayed about ten years ,but when cholera

took four of his family members he moved on toward Kansas,

In 1818, three years after Mr, Coop settled here, Illinois
was admitted to the Union as a state, with population of 10,000,
At that time there were within the limits of Macoupin County
recion only ten families of about forty souls.‘In 1829 Macoupin
was organized. Within the next half century after the birth of
Macoupin County many wonderful changes took place., It was 1852

when the country really became alive; for in this year was com =



Pleted the Chicawo and Alton £ail Road from Alton to Springfield.
Immigration came in 1ike the tides of the ocean, Instead of log
cabing, many spacious and comfortable homes were belng built; now
7as~jet and steady lisht of kerosene replaced the dim flickering
candle flame. ifew binders were aiding the farmer in quicker and
better harvest than had been pogsible with the crude sickles, In-
stead of fording creeks there were bridaes and roads were much im-

proved,
Still mors importartf, tc us,was the year 1853, for it was in

in*the spring of this year that a few men were burdensd to unite
28 a body of liks believers and a short time later to build =
house in which to worskin, ?hair prayerful decisions and their
efforts that year to follcw the guidance of the Holy Spirit have
had a great impact and influence on each of us at Harmony Church,
It is a gheme that much of this past history and heritase has been
lost, misplaced, erased and even unwritten, So this 125 years
later perhaps it is worthwhile to revisit our church family for a
1ittle while.

Just thils little research has been exciting, intrisuining, and
Tascinating. These names have "come-alive" - no more are they just
shadowy, faceless forms. Almost like Bzekiel's dry bones-there is
8 rattling and a coming together. These past months old records,
minute booss, records, histories etc, have been prayerfully scann-
ed and cearched sometimes until the wee hours of the morning. Hope-
fully, you tbo, may find a little joy in and an -appreciation of
these " our Harmony ancestors" in the following notes.

" ... for what is your 1ife? It is even a vapor that appearth

for a little time and then vanisheth away." - James l: 1l
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ORG ANTZATTION
From the minute book of Harmony Baptist Church, dated March 26, 1853
This is to certify that we were called on as a Presbytery by the brethern in
Wagoners Prairie, Macoupin County, Illinois to constitute them into a body as a
Church. Therefore met at the Hopewell School house on the 26th day of March, 1853
and after obtaining satisfaction for thisz church constituted the undersigned names
as a leglized organized Church of Christ, called the Harmony United Baptist Church

of Christ,

(Jacob V. Rhoades

signed (
(Samuel Haycraft

MEMBERS ITAMES

Samuel V. Rhoades Frances Rhoades
John iaveraft Hannah Hayeraft
W.L. Cg?wood Hargaret lHaycraft
Charles Rhoades Tlizabeth Iichthew
Wyan Rhoades lizabeth Armour
William C. Rhoades Eliza Armour
Josiah Armour Mary Rhoades
James Parker W.E. Rhoades

W.V. Tunnell Hetty Cawood
James Armour Sarah Cawood
John M. ilaycraft Tuzah Tunnell

The a ove names are those that came into the constitution. The chureh house was
built in 1658. It was moved and remodled in 1883. It was moved near and just east
of the Armour School house in Chesterfield township because that was the center of

those families sunnorting the church at that time.



Graveyard

Beginning at a stone at the South end of Privats Road to the Craveyard S 33
west of 16 rods distant frou a stone near the last end of the so ca alled Jon Parker
road for the zraveyard. A stone 3.55 chains west and 8 rods south of stone at the
IL.E. corner of the west half of the N.W. quarter of Sec. lo. 6 T. 8 Renze 8 - then
wist 92 links to the stone witnessed brr a Post Oalr of 10 in. diam., bear 3. 20° e
Sl links distant. Then South 21 rods %o a stone then Hast 10 rods and 2 links to
a stone witness by a Pin Oo: 1) in. in dian., bear Ii. 16% W, 31 links then lorth 21
rods to a stone witnessed by a 3lack Osk 10 in. diam. bear S. 71?9 W. 39 lings
distant, then wast 6 rols and 10 links to the place of beuinning containing 1 32/100
acres,

Filed for record 23 day of Hov, 19h9 at 1:30 Al recordel in Boolk Plat I naze 23,

Philip Broum - Recorder

o At Plainview
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